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OverviewOverview

The Different Types of CollegesThe Different Types of Colleges

How to Get Accepted to CollegeHow to Get Accepted to College

A Timeline of What to do WhenA Timeline of What to do When

Paying for CollegePaying for College

Vocational and Academic instruction
Provide lower division coursework for 
students seeking to transfer to a 
university

Undergraduate instruction in the liberal 
arts and sciences, professional education 
and teacher education
Over 360 different majors
Focus on career preparation

The only public system to offer degrees 
in medicine, dentistry, law and veterinary 
medicine
Over 400 different majors
Focus on research and methods

Provide undergraduate instruction and 
research based on their school’s mission
Different Entrance Requirements
Offer a wide range of degrees & programs

Community Colleges

California State University

University of California

Independent Colleges

The Four Systems of Higher Education in California



CA Community CollegesCA Community Colleges

112 campuses112 campuses
Admit all students who Admit all students who 
are 18 yrs old or a high are 18 yrs old or a high 
school graduateschool graduate
Many students attend Many students attend 
for 2for 2--3 years than 3 years than 
TRANSFERTRANSFER to a fourto a four--
year college or year college or 
university for a university for a 
BachelorBachelor’’s degrees degree
Also offer Also offer Vocational Vocational 
Training Training 

California State UniversityCalifornia State University
23 Campuses23 Campuses
Eligibility Requirements:Eligibility Requirements:

AA--G CoursesG Courses
Minimum GPA Minimum GPA is is 2.0 2.0 
SAT SAT or or ACT ExamACT Exam

Automatic admissions to Automatic admissions to 
the nonthe non--impacted campus impacted campus 
in your region if you are in your region if you are 
CSU eligibleCSU eligible

Impacted Campuses and Impacted Campuses and 
out of region campuses will out of region campuses will 
have stricter requirementshave stricter requirements

Applications are accepted Applications are accepted 
online between online between October October 
1st 1st -- November 30thNovember 30th

www.csumentor.eduwww.csumentor.edu

Cal State Cal State 
UniversitiesUniversities



University of CaliforniaUniversity of California
10 campuses 10 campuses –– only 9 open for only 9 open for 
undergraduatesundergraduates
Target upper 9% of high school Target upper 9% of high school 
studentsstudents
Minimum Minimum GPA GPA is is 3.03.0
Application criteria is based upon:Application criteria is based upon:

AA--G Courses G Courses and and GPAGPA
SAT SAT or or ACT ACT withwith Writing Writing 
Extracurricular Activities Extracurricular Activities and and 
InvolvementInvolvement
2 Personal Statements2 Personal Statements

Applications are accepted from Applications are accepted from 
November 1st to November 30thNovember 1st to November 30th

University of CaliforniaUniversity of California

Private/ Independent Private/ Independent 
Colleges and UniversitiesColleges and Universities

75 + campuses throughout 75 + campuses throughout 
CaliforniaCalifornia
Admissions requirements Admissions requirements 
willwill VARYVARY
Most private colleges Most private colleges 
require:require:

AA--G coursesG courses
SAT SAT or or ACTACT
Personal EssayPersonal Essay
Extracurricular Activities Extracurricular Activities and and 
InvolvementInvolvement
Letters of RecommendationLetters of Recommendation

Counselor and/or Academic Counselor and/or Academic 
TeacherTeacher

www.aiccumentor.orgwww.aiccumentor.org



Private UniversitiesPrivate Universities

You need to do 2 things You need to do 2 things 
to get into collegeto get into college

Take the right coursesTake the right courses
AA--G classesG classes

Get good gradesGet good grades
CC’’s or higher in all your classess or higher in all your classes

DD’’s = Dos = Do--overover
FF’’s = Fix its = Fix it

Admission Requirements ComparisonAdmission Requirements Comparison
UCUC CSUCSU PrivatePrivate CCCC

AA--G G 
CoursesCourses

History/Social Science: History/Social Science: 2 yrs 2 yrs reqreq
English: English: 4 yrs 4 yrs reqreq
Math:  3 yrs Math:  3 yrs reqreq; ; 4 yrs 4 yrs recrec
Lab Science: 2 yrs Lab Science: 2 yrs reqreq; ; 3 yrs 3 yrs recrec
Foreign Lang: 2 yrsForeign Lang: 2 yrs reqreq; ; 3 yrs 3 yrs recrec
Visual & Performing Arts: Visual & Performing Arts: 1 year1 year
College Prep Electives: College Prep Electives: 1 year1 year

Same Same 
asas
UCUC

Similar Similar 
to to 

UCUC

18 years 18 years 
of age or of age or 

high high 
school school 

graduategraduate

Entrance Entrance 
ExamsExams

SAT or ACT w/ writingSAT or ACT w/ writing
No longer needed for Class of 2012 =       No longer needed for Class of 2012 =       
2 Subject Tests2 Subject Tests

SAT or ACTSAT or ACT SAT or ACTSAT or ACT N/AN/A

GPAGPA Minimum GPA is 3.0Minimum GPA is 3.0 Minimum Minimum 
GPA is 2.0 GPA is 2.0 

GPA VariesGPA Varies
2.5 2.5 –– 4.0+4.0+

N/AN/A

Personal Personal 
InfoInfo 2 Personal Statements2 Personal Statements No EssayNo Essay

1 long essay 1 long essay 
& a few short & a few short 

essaysessays
N/AN/A

Extra Extra 
ActivitiesActivities

Community Service, Volunteer Work, Community Service, Volunteer Work, 
Clubs and Organizations, Sports, etc.Clubs and Organizations, Sports, etc. N/AN/A RecommendedRecommended N/AN/A



What can you do to be more What can you do to be more 
competitive for college?competitive for college?

1.1. Earn the best academic Earn the best academic 
grade point average grade point average ((GPAGPA))
in all completed  in all completed  ““AA--GG””
college prep coursescollege prep courses

2.2. Take as many universityTake as many university--
approved approved honors, AP, IBhonors, AP, IB
and and transferable community transferable community 
college coursescollege courses as possibleas possible

3.3. Take as many academic Take as many academic 
college prep college prep coursescourses
beyond the minimum beyond the minimum 
requirements requirements that you can that you can 
handlehandle

4.4. Study for your SAT/ACTStudy for your SAT/ACT to to 
obtain a competitive scoreobtain a competitive score

Most students take these Most students take these 
tests more than oncetests more than once
Fee waivers are availableFee waivers are available

5.5. Get involved and be able to Get involved and be able to 
share your special: share your special: talents, talents, 
achievements, awards, achievements, awards, 
performances, athletic performances, athletic 
honors, community service, honors, community service, 
and leadership rolesand leadership roles

Remember Remember –– thousands of thousands of 
students apply and you want students apply and you want 
to stand outto stand out

6.6. Write a strong Write a strong personal personal 
statement essaystatement essay

Success in College Success in College 
Begins in 9th GradeBegins in 9th Grade

Tips for Success in SchoolTips for Success in School
Provide a place to studyProvide a place to study
Check daily homework assignmentsCheck daily homework assignments

Turn off your cell phone, computer, videogames, and   Turn off your cell phone, computer, videogames, and   
email when doing homework!email when doing homework!
Read at least 20Read at least 20--30 minutes a day even if you don30 minutes a day even if you don’’t t 

have homeworkhave homework
Familiarize yourself with college Familiarize yourself with college ““eligibility          eligibility          
requirementsrequirements””
Help your student to Manage their time and meet Help your student to Manage their time and meet 

deadlinesdeadlines
Develop a relationship with your students teachers and  Develop a relationship with your students teachers and  
counselorscounselors



Tips Cont.Tips Cont.
Allow your student to become involved in their school Allow your student to become involved in their school 
and in the communityand in the community
Develop a relationship with your students teachers Develop a relationship with your students teachers 
and counselorsand counselors
Create a  flexible schedule with your student.Create a  flexible schedule with your student.
Continue to support and be involved!Continue to support and be involved!

Preparation in the 9th GradePreparation in the 9th Grade
Enroll  in courses such as:Enroll  in courses such as:

Algebra I or Geometry Algebra I or Geometry 
Foreign LanguageForeign Language
BiologyBiology

Get good grades so you can be placed in the Honors trackGet good grades so you can be placed in the Honors track
Take the PSAT in OctoberTake the PSAT in October
Obtain your High SchoolObtain your High School’’s As A--G Certified Course ListG Certified Course List
Become involved with programs like:Become involved with programs like:

AACE Talent Search, AVID, EAOP, Upward Bound, UC CosmosAACE Talent Search, AVID, EAOP, Upward Bound, UC Cosmos
Create a college file with:Create a college file with:

Copies of report cardsCopies of report cards
Lists of awards and honorsLists of awards and honors
List of activities you are involved with, including both paid anList of activities you are involved with, including both paid and d 
volunteer workvolunteer work

Remember, Remember, you will have more options if you start planning for you will have more options if you start planning for 
college now and keep your grades upcollege now and keep your grades up

Financial AidFinancial Aid

Apply for financial aid on www.fafsa.ed.gov
Apply between January  1– March 2!!!!

GRANTSGRANTS WORKSTUDYWORKSTUDY
FreeFree Money that doesnMoney that doesn’’t need to t need to 
be repaid, usually based on needbe repaid, usually based on need

StateState
CalCal--GrantGrant

FederalFederal
Pell GrantPell Grant

Jobs to help pay for schoolJobs to help pay for school
Employment on or off CampusEmployment on or off Campus
Up to 15 hours per weekUp to 15 hours per week

LOANSLOANS SCHOLARSHIPSSCHOLARSHIPS
Borrowed money that you must Borrowed money that you must 
pay back, usually with interestpay back, usually with interest

Unsubsidized:Unsubsidized: Interest Interest 
accrues while your in schoolaccrues while your in school
Subsidized:Subsidized: Government pays Government pays 
the interest while your in the interest while your in 
schoolschool

FreeFree money, not based on needmoney, not based on need
Merit BasedMerit Based

Grades, test scores, athletic Grades, test scores, athletic 
ability, talents or other criteriaability, talents or other criteria

Private ScholarshipsPrivate Scholarships
Local, NationalLocal, National
Neighborhood Banks & Neighborhood Banks & 
BusinessesBusinesses



Approximate Annual Tuition Approximate Annual Tuition 
and Feesand Fees

Higher Education SystemsHigher Education Systems Yearly Tuition Yearly Tuition 
& Fees& Fees

University of California (UC)University of California (UC) $8,500$8,500

California State University (CSU)California State University (CSU) $4,000$4,000

Community College (CC)Community College (CC) $700$700

Private/Independent Universities Private/Independent Universities 
(AICCU)(AICCU)

$30,000 $30,000 ––
40,000 +40,000 +

Estimated College CostsEstimated College Costs

Tuition & Fees:  $8,500Tuition & Fees:  $8,500
Books/Supplies:  $1,500Books/Supplies:  $1,500
Room & Board:  $12,000Room & Board:  $12,000
Transportation:  $1,500Transportation:  $1,500
Personal:  $2,500Personal:  $2,500

Estimated Total:  Estimated Total:  $26,000$26,000

Tuition & Fees: $4,000Tuition & Fees: $4,000
Books/Supplies:  $1,500Books/Supplies:  $1,500
Room & Board:  $12,000Room & Board:  $12,000
Transportation:  $1,000Transportation:  $1,000
Personal:  $2,500Personal:  $2,500

Estimated Total:  Estimated Total:  $21,000$21,000

Programs to ConsiderPrograms to Consider



Sites to Get Familiar WithSites to Get Familiar With

www.californiaolleges.edu

www.universityofcalifornia.edu

www.csumentor.edu

www.fastweb.com

www.cccapply.org

www.fafsa.ed.gov

www.collegeboard.com

www.aiccumentor.org

www.act.org

www.pin.ed.gov

www.uccp.org

EE--mail Communicationmail Communication
Colleges & Universities will communicate with you by Colleges & Universities will communicate with you by EE--MAILMAIL

Apply for a free eApply for a free e--mail account at:mail account at:
www.yahoo.com www.yahoo.com 
www.hotmail.comwww.hotmail.com
www.gmail.comwww.gmail.com

CHECK EMAIL / FOLDERS REGULARLYCHECK EMAIL / FOLDERS REGULARLY
DO NOT SWITCH ACCOUNTSDO NOT SWITCH ACCOUNTS

TIPS
Use a PROFESSIONAL SOUNDING EMAIL ADDRESSPROFESSIONAL SOUNDING EMAIL ADDRESS
Set up an account just for college purposes

Donald WoodsonDonald Woodson
Center for Educational Center for Educational 

PartnershipsPartnerships

Email: donald.woodson@ucsf.eduEmail: donald.woodson@ucsf.edu

Phone: (415) 476Phone: (415) 476--53535353


